
F i r e  i s  n a t u r a l  a n d  n e c e s s a r y.  I t  i s  a n 

e s s e n t i a l  e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e  i n  B r i t i s h 

C o l u m b i a .  H i s t o r i c a l  f i r e  r e g i m e s  c r e a t e d  a 

m o s a i c  o f  d i v e r s e  e c o s y s t e m s  a n d  h a b i t a t 

c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  c u l t u r e s 

a n d  l i v e l i h o o d s  o f  I n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s .  Fo r 

m i l l e n n i a ,  I n d i g e n o u s  f i r e  s t e w a r d s h i p  a n d 

t h e  u s e  o f  c u l t u r a l  b u r n i n g  p r a c t i c e s  h a v e 

e n h a n c e d  e c o s y s t e m  b i o d i v e r s i t y,  a s s i s t e d  w i t h  t h e 

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  c o m p l e x  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  r e d u c e d 

w i l d f i r e  r i s k  b y  r e d u c i n g  f u e l s  a n d  v e g e t a t i o n .

To d a y,  m o r e  f r e q u e n t  a n d  m o r e  s e v e r e  f i r e s  a r e 

b u r n i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  r e g i m e  o f  n a t u r a l 

a n d  c u l t u r a l  c y c l e s .  T h i s  i s  c a u s i n g  r a p i d  c h a n g e s  t o 

e c o s y s t e m s  a n d  h a v i n g  a  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  s o c i e t y 

a n d  o u r  e c o n o m y.

T h e  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  p l a y s  a  ke y  r o l e  i n  w i l d f i r e , 

w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a r o u n d  p r e v e n t i o n , 

a c t i v e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  r e c o v e r y  r e l a t e d  t o  b o t h  l a n d 

a n d  e m e r g e n c y  m a n a g e m e n t .  H o w e v e r,  s o l v i n g  t h e 

w i l d f i r e  p r o b l e m  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a c t i o n  f r o m  m o r e  t h a n 

j u s t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  N o  o n e  g o v e r n m e n t 

h a s  a l l  t h e  k n o w l e d g e ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  o r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d o  i t 

a l o n e .  F i r s t  N a t i o n  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  l e v e l s 

o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  h a v e  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  t o  p l a y,  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t 

a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  a s  a 

p a r t n e r. 

A l l  l e v e l s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  ( F i r s t  N a t i o n s ,  f e d e r a l , 

p r o v i n c i a l ,  l o c a l ) ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  c o m m u n i t y,  a n d  f i r e 

p ra c t i t i o n e r s  a re  i n v e s t i n g  i n  s t ra t e g i e s  t o  l i m i t  h a r m f u l 

i m p a c t s ,  b e t t e r  m a n a g e  w i l d f i r e ,  a n d  h e l p  s o c i e t y 

l e a r n  t o  l i v e  w i t h  f i r e .  H o w e v e r,  e v e n  w i t h  t h e s e  p l a n s , 

i n v e s t m e n t s ,  a n d  a c t i o n s ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  c o n t i n u e s  t o 

o u t p a c e  t h e  c u r r e n t  s u i t e  o f  s o l u t i o n s  a n d  e c o l o g i c a l 

a n d  s o c i a l  i m p a c t s  a r e  w o r s e n i n g  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r.  A n 

u rg e n t  n e e d  ex i s t s  t o  d e v e l o p  a  w h o l e - o f - g o v e r n m e n t 

p r ov i n c i a l  l a n d s c a p e  r e s i l i e n c e  s t r a t e g y.  T h i s  s h o u l d 

i n c l u d e :

A  v i s i o n  f o r  w i l d f i r e  r e s i l i e n c e  a t  t h e  l a n d s c a p e 

l e v e l  f o r  a l l  e c o s y s t e m  t y p e s  a c r o s s  t h e  p r o v i n c e .

A  p l a n  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  h u m a n  a n d  s o c i a l 

d i m e n s i o n s  b e i n g  c h a l l e n g e d  b y  w i l d f i r e  a n d  t h a t 

b u i l d s  t r u s t  b e t w e e n  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s 

a c r o s s  t h e  p r o v i n c e . 

W h o l e - o f - g o v e r n m e n t  p r i o r i t y  a c t i o n s  a n d  b e t t e r 

d e f i n e d  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e d  r o l e s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s 

a c t o r s  i n  a  w h o l e - o f - s o c i e t y  a p p r o a c h  t o  w i l d f i r e 

r e s i l i e n c e .

A n  e x p l i c i t  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  n e c e s s a r y 

p r o v i n c i a l  b u d g e t  n e e d e d  t o  e xe c u t e  t h e  s t r a t e g y 

a n d  r e q u i r e d  l a w  r e f o r m s  w i t h i n  s p e c i f i e d  t i m e l i n e s .   

C o m m i t t e d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  i n i t i a t e  t h o s e  w e l l -

u n d e r s t o o d  i n i t i a l  a c t i o n s  w h i l e  t h e  p l a n  i s  b e i n g 

d e v e l o p e d .

T h i s  p r i m e r  ex p l o re s  t h e  n e w  w i l d l a n d  f i re  re a l i t y  i n  B .C.  a n d  i s  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c a t i o n  f ro m  t h e  P O L I S  W i l d f i re 

R e s i l i e n c e  P ro j e c t ,  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  t h e  P O L I S  P ro j e c t  o n  Ec o l o g i c a l  G o v e r n a n c e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i c t o r i a’s 

C e n t re  fo r  G l o b a l  S t u d i e s .  P O L I S’  w o r k  o n  w i l d f i re  fo c u s e s  p r i m a r i l y  o n  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p ra c t i c e s  a n d  h o w  t o 

s u p p o r t  a n d  a d va n c e  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  p ro v i n c i a l  l a w s ,  p o l i c i e s ,  p l a n s ,  p ra c t i c e s ,  a n d  p ro c e s s e s  t o  i m p ro v e 

m a n a g e m e n t ,  g o v e r n a n c e ,  a n d  w i l d f i re  re s i l i e n c e  i n  B .C.
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Scientists, experts, and community members are surprised by 
the speed of change and the escalating threat. Climate change 
impacts predicted for 2035–2050 are happening now. This 
makes it difficult for government to plan and resource 
effectively under the current wildfire management model. 

Fire functions differently in different ecosystems, which 
means there is no one-size-fits-all solution. To be successful, 
different approaches to wildfire resilience will be 
required across B.C. 

There are trade-offs to consider with the 
amount of carbon emissions connected to 
different approaches to wildfire 
risk management.

A strong business case exists for preventative 
and harm-reduction measures, such as fuel treatments, 
but the scale of measures required is daunting 
and barriers need to be addressed before broad 
implementation can occur. Investment in integrated 
landscape-level responses is a priority.

Long-term funding will be required for effective and 
sustained landscape treatments.

There are impediments to realizing a bioeconomy that 
can use material from fuel treatment for commercial 
products, such as energy. 
Investments in innovative economic models 
for fuel management are a priority.

Legislation 
& Policy

Legislative and policy 
gaps create challenges 

and inefficiencies for 
wildfire management. 

Reforms are needed to 
improve incentives for 

resilience and to support 
work across society 
on social-ecological 

resilience as it relates to 
wildfire.

Wildfire is an urgent societal issue that requires significantly 
improved mechanisms for coordination, collaboration, and 

oversight at multiple scales.

Strong Indigenous leadership on wildfire already exists. This can 
be enhanced through shared authority and decision-making

 with Crown governments and actions that 
support reconciliation.

Perspectives on fire and how to respond 
vary across communities, and social 

conflicts and lack of trust in governments 
are mounting challenges. Community 

engagement and education are 
crucial for building  trust and 

understanding of the actions
 needed and how we can 

live with fire.

The following well-understood actions can be 
undertaken right away to build and enhance 
resilience :

Funding & Economics

3. Invest strategically in 
place-based, landscape-
level, and community-
based pilots, including 
forest landscape plans 

4. Improve harm 
reduction through 

enhanced programs like 
FireSmart and wildland 

urban interface 
management

5. Focus on community 
engagement, building trust, 
education, and empowering 

local decisions

things to keep doing, 

scale up, or get      

        started

            n
ow

1. Expand 
investments in 

fuel management

Reducing fire 
intensity and reach 
will remain a priority 

no matter how we 
organize ourselves 

going forward.

We still have a lot to 
learn, and we must 

innovate as we go in 
a practical, learn-by-

doing way.

Building community trust starts 
by ensuring communities feel 

safe and have a voice in the 
decisions that will affect them 

and their homes.

Those impacted must have a say 
and see themselves as part of the 

solution. This will allow for innovation 
and maximized local capacity, 

expertise, and resources towards 
a whole-of-society approach as we 

adapt and learn to live with fire.

Capacity to address wildfire resilience within the provincial 
government is limited, while capacity outside the provincial 

government is underutilised, especially at First Nation and local 
government levels. 

Opportunities exist to recognize training and experience from 
outside of government and for industry, such as forest companies, 
to be more active partners in advancing landscape-level and local 

wildfire resilience.  

Many opportunities exist to leverage partnerships with Indigenous 
partners, non-profits, and academic institutions to conduct long-term  

region-based research and drive innovation.

Capacity & Capability

Complexities & Uncertainties Leadership & Governance

Core
Observations 

& Insights

F i g u r e :  F i v e  k e y  i n s i g h t s  o n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  w h o l e - o f - g o v e r n m e n t  p r o v i n c i a l  l a n d s c a p e  r e s i l i e n c e  s t r a t e g y. 
S o u r c e :  D e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  P O L I S  W i l d f i r e  R e s i l i e n c e  P r o j e c t  ( 2 0 2 4 ) .

2. Support 
increased 

prescribed and 
cultural burning

Fire on the landscape 
is a natural and critical 

ecological process. 
Using fire to fight fire 

is an effective and 
underutilized tool in B.C.


