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Report Summary
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British Columbia — and the world — has entered a
period of wildfire crisis with increasing economic,
environmental, and social impacts. Some call this
period the Pyrocene.

Addressing this wildfire crisis is a significant pro-
vincial priority.

The B.C. provincial government is not optimally or-
ganized or structured to address current or future
wildfire challenges or to ensure wildfire resilience*
at the landscape level.

By shifting from a priority focus on wildfire sup-
pression to a focus on landscape-level resilience,
and by emphasizing cross-government integration
and better collaboration, the provincial govern-
ment can leverage capacity — both within and ex-
ternal to government — and save money over time.
This should include:

/ Spending current dollars more effectively to
maintain wildfire response and prevention ca-
pabilities.

/ Finding efficiencies by correcting where pol-
icies and programs are working at cross pur-
poses.

'/ Providing a mechanism to implement future
policy innovations and new priorities in a sys-
tematic, efficient, and effective way, including
better implementation of recommendations
from prior reviews and reports.
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Identifying cross-government areas for new in-
vestment to improve wildfire resilience.
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Enhanced collaboration and leveraging of
complementing programs and activities within
the provincial government and more broadly
across communities and other levels of gov-
ernment.

Increased wildfire resilience will better buffer aga-
inst catastrophic wildfire. Numerous other benefits
include protecting drinking water, biodiversity, old
growth forests, and human settlements; reducing
health costs; advancing watershed security; and
allowing governments and broader society to prio-
ritize areas in need of explicit interventions and
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About the series

The POLIS Wildfire Resilience Project’s Ember
Insights series explores timely and innovative
aspects of wildfire resilience with a focus on
technical and governance reform opportunities.
This series is designed to be practical and to the
point. It is purposely focused on the emerging
wildfire resilience field while offering broader
connections to advance ecological governance.

Who is it for?

The audiences for this document are minis-
tries in the B.C. provincial government with
wildfire-related responsibilities and cabinet
more generally. This includes government deci-
sion-makers and senior staff, as well as wildfire
resilience champions and influencers outside
of government. This analysis is also for anyone
with interest in wildfire resilience, governance,
and wildfire public policy more generally.
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suppression to protect valued assets, such as hos-
pitals, schools, roads, homes, and other infrastruc-
ture.

6. A cross-government approach to wildfire should
include a project charter and a designated cham-
pion to ensure clarity and specify roles, responsi-
bilities, and accountabilities for each participating
provincial ministry.

"We use the term “wildfire resilience” in the context of social-
ecological system resilience involving linked systems of
people and nature, as defined by the Stockholm Resilience
Centre. See https://poliswildfireproject.org/understanding-
resilience/
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. BCWS: BC Wildfire Service

. FPS: Forest Practice Standards

. FLP: Forest Landscape Planning

FCI: Forest Carbon Initiative

FESBC: Forest Enhancement
Society of BC

. FNFC: First Nations Forestry Council

FNESS: First Nations Emergency
Services Society

. OGAP: OId Growth Action Plan

. OCF: Office of Chief Forester
ECCS: Ministry of Environment &
Climate Change Strategy

EMCR: Ministry of Emergency
Management & Climate Readiness

LUP: Land Use Plans

WLRS: Ministry of Water, Land &
Resource Stewardship

‘ WSS: Watershed Security Strategy

AF: Ministry of Agriculture & Food

EMLCI: Ministry of Energy, Mines,
& Low Carbon Initiatives
JEDI: Ministry of Jobs, Economic
Development & Innovation
MA: Ministry of Municipal Affairs

MIRR: Ministry of Indigenous
Relations & Reconciliation

Existing state of form follows function regarding B.C. ministries interacting on wildfire resilience, with response and
suppression at the core. Graphic adapted from “Learning to Live with Fire: State of Wildfire in B.C.— Policy, Programs
& Priorities” (see page 33 https://poliswildfireproject.org/publications/learning-to-live-with-fire/).
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. BCWS: BC Wildfire Service

. MoF: Ministry of Forests
. OCF: Office of Chief Forester

ECS: Ministry of Energy
& Climate Solutions

EMCR: Ministry of Emergency
Management & Climate Readiness

‘ LUP: Land Use Plans

WLRS: Ministry of Water, Land &
Resource Stewardship

. WSS: Watershed Security Strategy

O AF: Ministry of Agriculture & Food

EP: Ministry of Environment
&Parks

O FIN: Ministry of Finance

O HLTH: Ministry of Health

JEG: Ministry of Jobs

& Economic Growth

MHMA: Ministry of Housing &
Municipal Affairs

MIRR: Ministry of Indigenous
Relations & Reconciliation

TACS: Ministry of Tourism, Arts,
Culture & Sport

Future state of form follows function regarding B.C. ministries interacting on wildfire resilience through a cross-
government body, with wildfire and landscape resilience at the core.

"We use the term “wildfire resilience” in the context of social-ecological system resilience involving linked systems of people and
nature, as defined by the Stockholm Resilience Centre. See https://poliswildfireproject.org/understanding-resilience/
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